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2009 is the 200th anniversary of our call for Christian unity. In his "Declaration and 

Address" (written in 1809), Thomas Campbell said that the Church in the whole world is 

united...it is One. 100 years ago, our ancestors celebrated Campbell's call for unity with a 

Great Communion service. Our dream is that on Sunday, October 4, 2009 , 

congregations all across the United States...and all around the world...will meet together 

and celebrate Communion and remember our common heritage. 

Several years ago the Board of Trustees of Disciples of Christ Historical Society looked 

toward 2009 and realized that we did not want to miss the opportunity to mark the 

bicentennial of Thomas Campbell’s “Declaration and Address.” While there are other 

events and documents that we have also remembered, everyone agreed that this 1809 

document truly formed the constitution for our movement. Its thesis is “the church of Christ 

upon earth is essentially, intentionally, and constitutionally one.” It is the clarion call for 

unity that has been the hallmark of the Stone-Campbell movement.�
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