nristian church van alstyne, tx

eaescoms FIRST FACTS SEPTEMBER 2009

Pastoral Ponderings...

September is upon us... where did summer go? School has started and no doubt church activity
will pick up. Thanks to all of you who continued your financial support for our church through
the summer months, it is so very important.

A big “THANK-YOU?” to John Brevelle and Tim Griffin for filling the pulpit while I was on
vacation. I appreciate their efforts and I have been told they did an excellent job. Several items I
want to share with you in this newsletter. First of all Great Days of Service is coming up. The
dates are for two Saturdays. The first Saturday is September 9th and September 26th will be the
second. First Methodist Church will host on September 9th, breakfast will be served at 7:30
a.m. and lunch at12:30 p.m. at home base church for that week. Home base church for the Sep-
tember 26th will be First Baptist. Meals will be provided by the host churches.

PLEASE NOTE: CUT OFF DATES FOR PROJECTS WAS AUGUST 15TH...
NO EXCEPTIONS.

We have been invited to participate with Denison First Christian Church on October 4th 2009,
for a Communion service for a celebration of Thomas Campbell’s Declaration and Address.
The service will center around the Table with a time of fellowship to follow. The service will be
Sunday afternoon at 5:00 p.m. I hope we can get a nice group from FCC Van Alstyle to attend.
All DOC and other Christian Churches are invited to attend. Thanks to Bob Chandler of FCC
Denison for inviting us to attend.

Pastor’s Bible Study will resume in September. If possible, I would like to have it on another
night than Sunday. If anyone is interested, let me know when you would like to have it. Please
contact me here at the office or on Sunday morning before or after worship.

My friends, pray for our church and our congregation. We have a lot of our folks having medi-
cal problems. I ask your prayers personally for strength and vitality and vision to minister to our

congregation. May God bless our work together for His Glory and our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

Peace & Blessings,

Gary
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SERVICE LEADERS

Greeters Gary & Sandy Russell
Worship Leader Scott Balch
Elders serving at the Table Lori Tillett & Charlesene Hulsey
Home Centered Elder Mike Kee
Communion Servers Casey & Ranae Heilman
Cole & Cassie Shook
Communion Preparation Dude & Ann Crook
Coffee Fellowship Dorothy Loftice
Chapel Deacon

Thank You!

To all my church family, Pear Church Family,

Thank you so much for the

I thank you each and everyone
beautiful Bridal Shower & gifts.

for the cards, phone calls, visits

& prayers. We appreciate gverygthing you do for us.

We arg so blgssed to have such a won-

I attended service Sunday, it was so derful chareh familg.
good to be back & see everyone. Megan Tillgtt & Michagl Hodges
God Bless,

Jolene Elliott

Sunday School attendance: Worship attendance: Needed Weekly average

$2425.00 :
We make a living by what we August 2: 21 33 $2,932.00
get, but we make a life August 9: 31 03 No other totals
by what we give. August 16: 31 100 received at the
August 23: 34 84 time of printing.

August 30:

Winston Churchill
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Members of First Christian Church Van Alstyne:

We would (ike to thank everyone for their patience and understanding while
our elevator has not been in service.

Based on the facts given for the failure was due to high voltage coming into
the system sometime in the month of June 2009.

The necessary repairs have been made and elevator is back in
service!

Also like to report we still owe about $16,000.00 on this project. This was a
very important project for First Christian of Van Alstyne. With your faith-
ful, continued support, we hope to have this balance paid by the end of the

year.

Again thanks for your prayers and support for our church  family. We are
truly blessed!

Sincerely,

Benny Edwards

Chairman of Committee &

All Committee Members

The ladies pravyer/bible study
group will resume meeting
Thursday, September 3, from
6-7 p.m. the Ladies will be
meeting on a weekly basis

Ladies Prayer Group
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WHAT IS AN ELDER?

From the Church’s Elders:

Emeritus means one has retired from service, but retains the title of Elder
Emeritus.

Names of those given this honor are:
Rob Gattis Ruth Spence
Floyd Carter AV Whitehead

ELDER

The duties of the elder shall include presiding at the Lord’s Table; the admini-~
stration of the emblems to the sick and shut-ins; the working toward active
enlistment of new members coming to the Church; the cooperation with the
deacons in constant planning and work toward enlistment of inactive mem-
bers; the counseling with the minister in matters of spiritual nature and lead-
ership, such as that if supply ministers, evangelistic meetings, church visita-
tion, mid-week service during the absence of the minister and the necessary
disciplinary measures that may arise from time to time. They shall share in
the direction of all matters of spiritual life of the Church. They shall meet as
a separate group when occasion arises, and shall bring before the Board any
recommendation they may desire for final disposition.

Active Elders:

Elders:

J. D. Ballard 903-482-1309
Ray Botsford 972-924-2268
Benny Edwards 903-482-5335
Chowning Hayes 903-482-5493

Carolyn Herring 903-482-5241
Zack Herring 903-482-5241
Charlesene Hulsey 903-482-6351

Robert Hynds 903-482-6303
Mike Kee 903-364-5723
Neil Samuels 903-482-5173
Lori Tillett 903-482-5142
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NEWS FROM WORSHIP COMMITTEE:

The committee did not meet during June & July. Pastor Gary was away on vacation for
three Sundays. Laity Sunday was observed on July 12th with Deacon, John Brevelle,
bringing the message. Rev. Tim Griffin was the guest speaker for the 19th & 26th.

He was warmly welcomed by all and was impressed with the church and interested in
the beautiful building and the history of the church. Meetings resumed on August 17th.
Discussion took place regarding the Christmas holidays. The date for “Hanging of the
Greens” and celebrating the Advent Season will be announced at a later date. Church
members will be contacted for their participation for special services during this time.

Zack Herring
Worship Chair

Happy Binthiay to Our Chunch!
She congreqation of this church sas organised on Seplomber 8,
1846. Fhis month will be the 16312 year. St ia Belicved to be the
Be focaled in our chunch Bbrar.

LIBRARY NEWS

The library committee wishes to thank Chowning
Hayes and Ginger Madole for their donation of books.
Work has resumed on completing the process of fin-
ishing the library. Checking out books, etc is still
available. Come by the library and look over all the
reading material. We are planning to have completion
by the end of the year. A reminder, we would appreci-
ate your donations, and those could be given in mem-
ory or in honor of someone special.

Happy Reading
FCC Library Committee
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Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries

Ride for the Refugee

Ride for the Refugee is an annual event spon-

North Texas.

Barry Loving, senior minister of First Chris-
tian Church of Amarillo, and Johnny Harper, a
member of the First Christian Church of
Pampa, Texas, organize an annual “Ride for
the Refugee” motorcycle trip. Riders go from Liberal, Kansas, to Los Fresnos, Texas, collect-
ing funds and needed items from churches along the route, which are packed into a semi-
trailer.

For more information, visit the First Christian Church of Pampa Web site.



First Christian Church Van Alstyne
(Disciples of Christ)
Van Alstyne Texas

P O Box 626
2748 Waco ST
Van Alstyne Texas 75495

Phone: 903/482-5515
Fax: 903/482-9445
Jfeeva@airmail.net

Upcoming Events : September 2009

WEEKLY EVENTS September 7: Office closed for Labor Day
Sunday  9:45 Sunday School September 8: Board Meeting 6:30 p.m.

10:30 Coffee Fellowship September 12: Men’s Breakfast 7:30 a.m.

10:50 Worship September 13: Youth Fundraising Luncheon
Monday  8:15 Walking Group September 21: Committees meet 6 p.m.
Tuesday  9:00 Walking group Elders meet 7 p.m.

9:30 Angelic Threads September 23: OPALS 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday 8:15 Walking group
6:30 CYF

Thursday 8:15 Walking group
6:00 Ladies prayer/study

. . NEWSLETTER INFORMATION
7:30 p.m. Choir practice

Friday Church Office Closed

8:15 Walking group D
2)  E-mail it to the church office: fceva@airmail.net

3) Callitin to the church office 903/482-5515

If you have information you wish to provide for newsletter you may:

bring it to the church office.

Saturday

Deadline for the newsletter is September 20th.

Additional copies of this newsletter may be found in
lobbies.




