
 FIRST FACTS MARCH 2009999     Pastoral Ponderings……..Pastoral Ponderings……..Pastoral Ponderings……..Pastoral Ponderings…….. The Lenten season is upon us! By the time you receive this Newsletter we will have celebrated Ash Wednesday and will be in the first Sunday in Lent. As your pastor, I encourage you to journey through Lent and the Glorious day that we will celebrate on Easter Sunday April 12, 2009. Beginning Sunday, March 8th I will offer to those who might be interested, a class on Baptism. The times will be from 3:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m. There will be two Sunday ’ s the class will be offered, Sunday March 8th and March 15. I need to know how many persons will attend, so please call the church office and tell us so we can prepare and have enough materials for the class. Several weeks ago I was reading from 1 Peter 1:1-9 and I found one of the characteristics of the Christian faith, “ l iving hope. ”  Another fact is that we have an inheritance which is “ imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.”   This hope and inheritance are the cause for much rejoicing. These gifts of our Lord, made manifest through Jesus Christ, enable us to “ suffer various trials ”  and to believe in and to love HIM whom we have not seen with human eyes. As we progress through this special season of the church year, let us remember that Salvation is a gift of God, not a reward which we neither earn nor deserve. What then are we to do? Are we not called to respond to this gift with love for others, service, compassion, and concern? The gift and hope are reflected in the old hymn by Harry Emer-son Fosdick, “ God of Grace and God of Glory, ”  which includes these stanzas: Lo! The host of evil round us Scorn they Christ, assail His ways! From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise! Grant us wisdom, great us courage, For the living of these days. Save us from weak resignation To the evils we deplore; Let the search for Thy salvation Be our glory for evermore. Grant us wisdom, grant us courage Serving Thee whom we adore. Have a blessed Lenten journey and may God ’ s  blessings be with our nation and with each of you.  Journeying with you this Holy Season……   Pastor Gary  
 

  

(Disciples of Christ) 



 

 

Whatever we wor-

ship, short of God, is 

sure to be our undo-

ing.  ~Mignon 

McLaughlin, The 

Neurotic's Notebook, 

1960 

F irst  Facts-January 2009 Page 2 

MARCH  WORSHIP SERVICE LEADERS 

Worship Leader                                                         Casey Heilman  

Greeters                                                                     James & Gayle Flanery  

Serving Elders                                                           Zack & Carolyn Herring  

Chapel Deacons        

Home Centered Elders                                              Lori Tillett 

Communion Servers                                                 LeeAnn Nance, Gary Ballard, 

        Jim & Suzanne Exley 

Communion Preparation                                          Zack & Carolyn Herring 

Coffee Fellowship                                                      Sandi Heilman, Ann Crook 

 

News From the Worship Committee 

The worship committee met Monday, February 16th. Plans for Holy Week and Easter were completed. 

Bulletins for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday have been ordered. Easter Lilies have been ordered to deco-

rate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Please note the order instructions for those wishing to purchase a lily. 

This will also be included in bulletins for March 15th, 22nd & 29th, which will be the last Sunday to place 

an order. 

A prayer vigil will be held on Good Friday, April 10th from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. This will take place in 

the church chapel. The worship committee is preparing a sign up sheet for those interested. The prayer time 

is usually 30 minutes for each participant. The chapel will be prepared with prayer materials, prayer lists 

and communion will be available. This has always been a very special event in our church. Please plan to 

set aside 30 minutes to be in prayer with God. The sign up sheet will be ready by March 1st and will be in 

the bulletin board in the Mottley building foyer. If you have nay questions/concerns, please 

call the worship chair, Zack herring @ 9033/482-5241 

Zack Herring-Chair 

Sunday School attendance:  

 

February 1:    14 

February 8:    20 

February 15:  15 

February 22:  11 

Worship attendance: 

 

 88 

 84 

 86 

 93 

  

Needed Weekly average 

$2425.00 :      

$2,777.70 

$2,598.00 

$2,741.00 

$1,871.00 

 

Attendance & Giving’s for the month of  February 
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CLASS OF INSTRUCTIONCLASS OF INSTRUCTIONCLASS OF INSTRUCTIONCLASS OF INSTRUCTION    What is “ Class of Instruction ” ? This provides an opportunity for anyone considering confes-sion and baptism to learn more about this com-mitment. Pastor Gary will begin leading this class on March 8 & 15th from 3-4:30 p.m. This is the most important decision of your life, this is a time for you to explore whether or not you are ready.  
Daylight Saving Time Returns! 

Looking ahead, we remind you Sun-

day March 8, DAYLIGHT SAVING 

TIME returns. This means when you 

go to bed Saturday March 7, RE-

MEMBER TO SET YOUR CLOCKS 

FORWARD ONE 

HOUR! 

 

 

Glad to have you! 

We would like to welcome all the visitors that 

were in attendance the month of February. 

Kevin & Andrea Asbury 

Lauren Snyder 

Larry & Laura Cooper 

Vergie Shellen 

Kim Jeffreys 

We hope to see you again. 

 

NEWSLETTER INFORMATION 

If you have information you wish to provide for this newsletter you 

may: 

1) bring it to the church office. 

2) E-mail it to the church office: fccva@airmail.net  

3) Call it in to the church office 903/482-

5515 

The deadline for the April newsletter is 

March 19 

 

 

 

 

Young Adult Gathering 

The Young Adults of First Christian 

Church will be meeting for fellowship and 

fun on Saturday March 28th, more details 

to follow….. 

 

A big thank you to J.D., 
Benny & Tommy Chaddick 
for the wonderful pancake 
dinner they prepared for the 
youth on Ash Wednesday! 
The kids and adults all en-

joyed every bite!   
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Easter lilies are being ordered by the worship committee to decorate the 

sanctuary for Easter Sunday. If you wish to purchase a lily, please com-

plete the information needed & leave in the church office with your pay-

ment. The deadline is March 29th. 

 

 

For memorial: 

1) ________________________________________________________ 

2) ________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of:  

1) _________________________________________________________ 

2) _________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by: __________________________________________________ 

Amount enclosed; ______________ 

 



 
Thanks for the help with our “Give Back Night” @ Chili’s.  

It is wonderful to have friends in so many places. Our 
McKinney friends made sure the flyers were out every where– 
schools, doctors offices, county offices– I was amazed! We 

had people bringing in our flyers from Denison to McKinney. 
The manager at Chili’s was pleased it was one of  their best 
give back nights and we are pleased to be receiving a check 
from Chili’s for $220.00! We also received donations from 

people we hardly knew to help with mission trip. Bless you all! 
Chowning Hayes 

Page 5 F irst  Facts-January 2009  

New Class 

A new class of “Young Adults” is meet-

ing in the chapel on Sunday mornings, 

this class includes  

couples & singles. 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for your prayers, your good 

wishes, positive thoughts, cards, and food you 

sent. 

Prayers make a big difference, my doctor can’t 

believe how quickly my bones are healing. I hope 

to be up and walking around in 1 more week. God bless you. 

The “OPALS” Group met Wednesday, February 25th. Charlesene, R’Cella and Carolyn 
prepared soup for the luncheon. Those attending brought desserts and cornbread to com-
plete the meal. Benny introduced his guests Duke Walker and his parents from Sherman. 
Mr. Walker’s construction company installed the church elevator. There were 23 in atten-
dance, including the guests. The next meeting will be on March 25th at 
11:30. this will be a potluck luncheon with Allene Whitehead & Tommy 
Chaddick hosting. 



Upcoming Events : March 2009 

March 2:  6:30 p.m. Board meeting 

March 8:  Daylight Saving Time begins 

March 14: 7:30 a.m. Men’s Breakfast 

March 15: Youth Luncheon after fellowship 

March 16: 6 p.m. Committee meet 

                 7 p.m. Elders meet 

March 19: March newsletter deadline 

March 20: Flynn rehearsal 5:30 p.m. 

March 21: Flynn wedding 6:30 p.m. 

March 25: OPALS 11:30 a.m. 

March 28: Young adults gathering 6:00 p.m. 

March 29: 5th Sunday Singing 

            

P O Box 626 

206 S Waco ST 

Van Alstyne Texas 75495 

Sunday       9:45 Sunday School 

                 10:30 Coffee Fellowship 

                 10:50 Worship 

                    6:00 Pastors class 

Monday     8:15 Walking Group 

Tuesday     9:00 Walking group 

                  9:30 Angelic Threads 

                  6:00 Ladies StudyPrayer 

                          1st & 3rd Tuesday   

Wednesday 8:15 Walking group 

                   6:00 WNWW 

                   6:30 CYF 

Thursday    8:15 Walking group 

                   7:00 Choir Practice 

Friday        Church Office Closed 

                  8:15 Walking group              

Saturday 

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Phone: 903/482-5515 

Fax: 903/482-9445 

fccva@airmail.net 

First Christian Church Van Alstyne  

(Disciples of Christ) 

Van Alstyne Texas 


